
 

Upcoming Events 

• Sept 25 ~ Wedding Event Rental—No Public Tours 
• Oct 2   ~   Wedding Event Rental—No Public Tours 
• Oct 31 ~   Last Day Weekend Tours in 2021 
• Nov 15 ~  Volunteers begin decorating for Christmas 
• Nov 30 ~  Christmas Decorating Completed 
• Dec 3 ~    GPS Member’s Preview of 2021 Christmas Décor 
• Dec 4 & 5 ~ Public Glenmore Candlelight   Tours 5—9 PM 
• Dec 11 & 12 ~ Public Glenmore Candlelight Tours 5-9 PM 
• Dec 18 ~         Private Tour for AO & SSTS 
• Feb 2, 2022 ~  Wedding Event Rental 
• May 7, 2022 ~  Glenmore Garden Market 
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Glenmore Preservation Society  

The Annual Membership Meeting took place in the Parlor at Glenmore Mansion with 32 mem-
bers in attendance.  Phil Kindred, Vice President  acted as meeting moderator for President, JoAnne 
Vest, who was in attendance.  Although JoAnne has serious health issues, we were happy that she 
could  attend this meeting.  She was recognized by County Mayor, Mayor Potts, in a resolution declar-
ing July 31, 2021 “JOANNE VEST DAY” in Jefferson County.  (See Resolution, Page 2) 

Meeting Points of Note: 

• Mary Helen White reported that our Membership count has dropped from last year to approximate-
ly 95 members for 2021.   

• Rich Harlan’s  report on  Restoration & Grounds was full of project updates and will be reported  
separately later in the newsletter. 

• Ellen Betts presented a brief overview of wallpaper types that might fit the re-papering project of 
the Grand Hallway and Staircase walls, possible for 2021 or 2022. 

• Rob Beuch gave some personal anecdotal info about the discoveries made in refinishing the old 
Secretary Bookcase displayed in the Library. 

• Malinda Vest gave the Nominating Committee’s report of Officers and Board Members recom-
mended for election by committee members, Martha Sanders, Bridget Call, and Malinda Vest.  

• The slate of officers and board members were elected by a unanimous “yea” vote by the  32 voting   
members by secret ballot.  Elected Officers and Board Members & Terms are listed below. 

    OFFCERS 

President,       Phil Kindred     Term (2021 – 2024) 

Vice-President,   Rob Beuch     Term (2021 – 2023) 

Treasurer,      Ellen Betts     Term (2021 – 2022 

 

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE 

  Connie Harlan, Immediate Past Treasurer,    Term (2021 – 2024) 

        JoAnne Vest, Immediate Past President,     Term (2021 – 2024)  
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Following the reading of 
the resolution, JoAnne 

was given a round of  
enthusiastic  applause 
and a beautiful  potted 
Orchid by the GPS 
Board.   

JoAnne is presented Mayor Pott’s 
Tribute Resolution declaring July 31, 
2021 as “JoAnne Vest Day” in Jeffer-
son County. 

Connie Harlan, representing the 
GPS Board, presents JoAnne a 
beautiful potted orchid, one of her 
favorite flowers. 

 

 

Finished Project and Re-staged 
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Google Map Image — June 2019 

 The 2020 pandemic closure allowed a small crew of volunteers 

to tackle numerous task, some small, other large.  The volun-

teers worked  throughout the closure and have continued into 

2021.  By the end of July, some  18 projects had been completed 

and several still in progress.  Below are bulleted highlights. 

 Restored to original condition the 1910 Bow Front China Cabinet, AKA “Seashell Display Case” 

in the Parlor. 

 Restored to original condition the 1834 Branner Mill Secretary w/ Bookcase in Library.             

Previously, the provenance was unknown, but the work revealed its true age and purpose of this 

locally crafted Branner family piece.  (See details of project on page 5) 

 Added a restored early 1900’s Tonk Piano Stool to the Ballroom’s Stoddart Piano. 

 Decommission the “Gift Shop,” converting the space to a Bridal Suite, still including the old 

Bride’s Room. 

 Converting the small anti-room off the east side of the old Gift Shop into a new “Gift Shop” focus-

ing on Glenmore related and local history items, with  local craft items for sale.  To open by Christ-

mas 2021. 

 Weed and enhance the Herb Garden and outdoor flowerbeds.  Trim large trees over driveway. 

 Rewiring of switch formerly at Attic Door to the closet in Hetty’s Bedroom, saving a trek to 3rd floor 

to turn on lights in Hetty’s Room and the Blue Bedroom. 

 Removed mold and dirt from the 1867 Dining Room Sideboard and stage the drawers and cabi-

nets with glass and metal artifacts for a more authentic look. 

 Clean and restage the Upper Hall Display Cases for Victorian ladies artifacts (Brushes, combs, 

jewelry, shoes, photos) and family and period dishes. 

 Remove faded wallpaper, clean mold and paste from walls, patch ceiling holes and cracks with new 

plaster and prime and paint all walls, ceiling, and wood trim in the Blue Bedroom.   

 Remove, inventory and discard excess items from the Butler’s Pantry, staging visible shelves to be 

more visually interesting for visitors.  In removing the original wallpaper it was discovered that all the 

wall paper had “Black Mold” on the back.  Walls were washed with Clorox solution and all paste re-

moved before priming and painting.   

 Added a compact “Folding Chair Rack” designed by Rich Harlan and constructed by the JCHS 

Metals Class.  The class donated all materials and labor.  The rack holds all 100 folding chairs.  It 

is very user friendly and gives much more room for meetings in the kitchen. 

 Doll Town’s 3rd floor as decluttered, some plaster patched, and shelving redesigned.  It is used as 

a depository for table cloth storage, excess Jarnagin family books, retained financial records and a 

few other seasonal items; serving as a “Groomsman’s Changing Room” for wedding parties. 
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Gift Shop & Bridal Suite Changes 

Glenmore Mansion is a historic property, built in 1868 and is on the National Register of Historic Build-
ings, designated as an educational Non-profit Corporation.  For the last 50 years it has been open to the 
public as a House Museum.  However, because of its grand scale, stunning architecture, and Victorian 
decor it has also served as a venue for public events and celebrations.  Weddings, receptions, private 

parties, showers, and anniversary celebrations are not uncommon events.  The house was not designed 
to be a commercial “Event Venue” thus it is not equipped with the amenities one finds in more contempo-
rary event venues.  Rental proceeds from events go to operational expenses, maintenance, and restora-
tion efforts.  Our goal is to keep Glenmore Mansion available as a historical landmark, while teaching visi-
tors about its unique role in the development of Mossy Creek and Jefferson City.  If this Historic House 
Museum fits the needs of a person or group as an “event venue”  we are happy to rent the house and 
grounds under specific use guidelines.  Call Glenmore @ 865-475-5014. 

The Bride’s Room was recently moved to the old “Gift Shop” location, while 
maintaining the old room as part of the bridal suite and bathroom.   The new 
“Gift Shop” will occupy the small side room adjacent to the new Bride’s 
Room.  Gift shop inventory will provide mainly books, cards, photos, local 
crafts and other souvenir items that relate directly to Glenmore Mansion, and  
local history items from Jefferson County. 

The cleaning and prep for the change involved a membership sale of Gift 

Shop inventory and return of some craft items to the original owner.  The 
room was cleaned and walls painted with Abalone Pink, ceiling White, and 
woodwork with Homestead Jefferson White.  The crystal Chandelier was 
cleaned and a faux fireplace summer cover plate was installed.  Vanity tables 
with electrical outlets and USB charging stations, mirrors, pictures, and  a 
floral swag, wall hooks for hanging dresses, and a number of period chairs 
completed the room décor. 

The paint, labor, 
and most items 
were donated by 
the Sprucing up 
Team or donat-
ed by Second 
Source Thrift 
Store.  The room 
now looks fresh 
and clean with a 
number of 
amenities to 
make the 
Bride’s Room a 
bit more user 
friendly.  Rich 
painting trim.   
The old gift 

shop takes on a new look as the new Bride’s Room.  
New seating, 3 vanity tables with power outlets and 

USB charging ports.  Even the fireplace got a 
facelift with a faux wooden summer cover. 
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See below how the “Children’s Room” looks today 

Glenmore Preservation Society lost a great friend and advisor on August 18. 

2021 with the passing of  retired judge and ac-

tive attorney, Alfred Benjamin Strand, Jr.   

Throughout his 54 years as a licensed attorney, 

Ben Strand served  in many areas of court law and 

was probably best known as a judge in Jefferson 

County, serving in General Sessions Court, Juve-

nile Court and Probate Court.  He received his 

B.A. from Carson-Newman in 1962,  a B.S. from 

UT-K in 1964, and his J.D. at Cumberland Law 

School, Samford University in 1967, being admitted to the Tennessee Bar Association in 

1967. 

He will be missed by his family as well as by Glenmore Mansion volunteers where he 

was active the past  five years serving as the Legal Advisor for the Glenmore Preserva-

tion Society Board of Directors.  Ben’s knowledge and legal insights guided GPS to es-

tablish as a Tennessee Educational Non-Profit  Corporation, securing  IRS 501c3 status, 

and negotiating a lease of the Glenmore Mansion Property from the A.P.T.A.  He was a 

friend to all  with many ties to Glenmore Mansion, the Jeff County Historical Society and 

Genealogical Society.  He will be missed by all who knew him. 

 

Recognize this lovely couple?   

They got married at Glenmore Mansion and maybe you 

did too. 

If you or someone in your family got married at Glenmore 

we’d love to have a 5” x 7” copy of your bridal photo to 

place in our newly remodeled Bridal Suite.  If you’ve got 

jpg digital images, you can share it and we’ll have a 5x7 

printed from it. Digital images can be sent as an attach-

ment  to our Glenmore e-mail address:                

glenmorejeffcity@gmail.com .  Please identify, full name 

of bride and groom, with wedding date, month, day, year. 

We can scan your hard copy photo if that is all you have.  

Just call the Glenmore phone number and leave your contact info and someone will 

call you back and arrange to copy your wedding photo.   
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Glenmore Tour & Visitor 

Comparison Data 

Updated for   

May-June-July–August  

2021 

Year May June  July  August TOTAL 

2019 156 82 60 92 390 

2020 0 0 0 0 0 

2021 154 97 113 82 436 

During the pandemic closure in 2020 many “Sprucing Up” projects were completed as you read in Rich 

Harlan’s Report on Page 3.   The February 2021 Newsletter had a brief report on docent, Rob Beuch’s 

refinishing of the old secretary & bookcase in the Library.  Now here is the “rest of the story.” 

The oral tradition of Glenmore always said the secretary was found in the attic back in 1970, so it was 

original to the house, but no one new to which family it belonged or how it was used.  As Rob disas-

sembled the secretary he found something written in pencil on the inside pockets of the desktop clos-

ing mechanism.  The words “Mossy Grist Mill” and / “34”  Thus, the old secretary was made in 1834  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for George Branner’s grist mill on “Mossy Creek.”  It is one of the oldest artifacts in the home 

and probably lived in the mill as a working desk for the life of the mill, around 1965 when the 

mill closed.  Now you know the secrets of the old secretary.   

Many thanks to Rob Beuch in returning this piece to the natural oak finish and revealing this 

187 year old secret.   


