
 

Upcoming Events 

• January 24, 2019   GPS Board Meeting @ 6:00 PM 

• April 25, 2019         Dandridge Garden Club Luncheon / Tour 

• April 25, 2019         GPS Board Meeting @ 6:00 PM 

• May 4, 2019            Annual Garden Market, 9AM—2 PM 
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Glenmore Preservation Society  

Restoration Project Financial Report 

1. Front Porch Restoration—$27,566  This project included the dis-assembly of railing & decking,  replace-
ment of decking with a synthetic wood material with a 50 year life, re-installation of railing, painting of deck & railing, 

ceiling, windows and doors. 

2. Window Dormer Restoration—$10,406  This project involved the use of a hydraulic arm- mounted 
platform to reach the dormers, removal of decayed wood trim and sills, replacement of wood structural and 
trim elements, caulking and painting. 

3. Inspection and Painting of Metal Tower Roof— $1,983  It was originally thought the roof 
might need replacement, but inspection revealed that the old metal was of good quality and condition.  All that 
was needed was cleaning and painting. 

4. Handicapped Parking Pad & Access Ramp—   $21,946  This project is so that Glenmore can 
provide easy access for those in wheelchairs or persons for which stairs pose a barrier.  A concrete parking 
pad and concrete walkway connect with a synthetic wooden ramp with decorative rails to the rear hall.  The 
parking pad will be accessed from the west side yard which serves as parking for other visitors. 

Total Project Expenditures = $61,901.77   The THC Grant paid 60% of the $60,000 ($36,000) while Glenmore’s 40% portion 

includes the projected $24,000 + the overage ($1,901.77), for a total of $25,901.77 from the restoration fund. 

Milton P. Jarnagin purchased the Oaks Mansion in 1882, renamed it Glenmore and 

lived there until his death in 1895 at age 69.  His wife, Agnes, some 17 years younger 

than Milton, continued living at Glenmore until her death in 1909 at age 66.  Milton 

was a Jefferson County native, a Civil War veteran, a lawyer, a banker, and farmer. 

The photo to the left is a recent “find” from Nick Bradley’s document gifts and dates 

to the 1890’s.  It was made by McCrary & Branson Studio located on Gay Street in 

Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Tennessee Historical Commission Grant Project COMPLETED 

Restoration Chairperson, Rich Harlan reports the following: 

1. Front Porch decking replacement and painting of all front porch woodwork was completed in time for 
Glenmore’s June 9th 150th Birthday Celebration, addressing safety and aesthetic concerns. 

2. Four (4) of the third floor window dormers on the rear (east side) were completely repaired and painted by 
mid-August. 

3. Inspection, cleaning and painting of the “Tower Roof” was completed in September. 

4. Handicapped Access parking pad and ramp access to the Grand Hall’s rear entrance completed by October, 
but will not be used until summer tour season to allow the dirt and grass to stabilize. 

Thanks to Total Property of New Market!  They gave us the best bid and Owner/Manager, John Ballinger and his 
crew were excellent craftsmen, working quickly & efficiently.  Thanks also to Knoxville architect, Dan Brewer, for 
his invaluable advice and assistance in this project. 
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Early May 2018 as porch  work begins with  

removing old rotten decking. 
Early June, porch rebuilt, but not yet painted. 

One of the four 3rd floor dormers in bad condi-

tion before restoration began, rotted sill, facia, 

trim & scroll work. 

Looking much better after replacement of scroll 

work, new sill and new trim, with fresh coats of    

primer and paint. 

Drone view of tower roof before resto-

ration work. 

After cleaning and painting, the tower roof should be 

good for many years to come. 
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Rear entry area, showing backdoor to Grand 

Hall  section of mansion as we’ve know it . 

Handicapped Access under construction, involved 

grade-work, pouring pad and walkway, construction 

of ramp, steps, platform and handicapped access rail-

ings. 

Drone view of  Glenmore property, showing Handi-

capped Access with grade work and concrete pad 

& walkway in-progress, as well as the newly paint-

ed tower roof. 

Completed Handicapped Access walk to platform, 

access steps on both sides of walk with handi-

capped handrails. 

Although  the handicapped access project consumed one-third of the grant budget it will 

provide access to the first levels of the mansion and doll town.  Although completed, it 

will not be used until the summer 2019 tour season to allow the soil to settle and harden. 

Glenmore Preservation Society, JoAnn Vest received a November 30th letter from newly elected 

APTA President, John Rochford.  The four paragraph letter reiterates that the past year was one of 

challenges, but the APTA has continued to make progress.  President Rochford’s pledge is stated in 

the following paragraph. 

“My role is to build on Glen’s past legacy where the APTA functions for the sole purpose of helping the Chapters become 
more successful.  To that end, it means giving them more independence and complementing their initiatives.  It means 
the APTA continues giving control to chapters to strengthen their effectiveness and motivation.” 

A full copy of Mr. Rochford’s letter is available in a pdf format or a hard copy at the Glenmore Office. 
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Glenmore Preservation Society  

Update on Securing Property Deed from 

A.P.T.A. 

 Tennessee Non-Profit  Incorporation was achieved in late spring of 2018. 

 501 c (3)  status  has been applied for, but not yet approved by IRS as of this issue. 

 An October conference phone meeting with 8 other APTA property presidents and out-
going State APTA president  received favorable comments and support.  It was felt that 
our ownership goal can be accomplished in 2019. 

Commentary:  The process we are engaged in is moving forward slowly.  We are currently attempting 
to establish communication with all line-of-descent Jarnagin descendants.  It is possible that we may need 
to secure written consent from each living heir to implement the transfer of the deed.  If so, we want to be 
in a position to accomplish such a requirement. 

Glenmore Tour & Visitor Update ~ 2018 

Year 
May to October 

Weekend Tours 

December     

Christmas Tours 

Special Events & Tour 

Groups 
Totals 

2016 455 335 540 1,330 

2017 495 360 392 1,247 

2018  291 264 944 1,499 

Categories Number of Individuals Hours in 2018 

Tour Docents 36 877 

House Cleaning 16 99 

Maintenance 4 99 

Yard Work 4 227 

JCHS SL Students 56 227 

Miscellaneous 8 249 

TOTAL 124 1,778 

Volunteers & Docents & Friends of Glenmore Hours 

Glenmore would not exist except through the donation of time by many individuals.  
APTA and Glenmore Preservation Society members help keep Glenmore clean and pre-
sentable to the public.  Volunteers lead tours, host special groups, and decorate for 
Christmas.  D.A.R members give service hours for cleaning, JCHS Service Learning 
Students are invaluable in assisting throughout the entire year.  CNU Consumer Sci-
ence students also help with special projects and decorating at Christmas.  

Thank You to All Our VOLUNTEERS! 



    Hidden Treasure in Old Documents and Letters  

Who knows what we will find in the box full of letters, notebooks, ledgers 

and other paper artifacts donated recently to the Glenmore Archives by 

Nick Bradley.  Nick  is one of five Bradley grandchildren who attended the 

150th Birthday Celebration.  He lives in Nashville, TN and has a number of 

Jarnagin heirloom pieces, photos and correspondence. 

Nick recently connected with Phil Kindred and passed along a box containing letters 

from Milton P. Jarnagin, Hetty Jarnagin, Agnes Jarnagin, Frank W. Jarnagin, and letters 

to Milton from his wife’s father in Virginia.   Our resident archivist and history sleuth, 

Luke Kindred, is already “mining” these papers for information that may add to the 

Jarnagin family’s narrative from 83 years of living at Glenmore Mansion.  Thanks You 

Nick Bradley for adding to the narrative of Glenmore Mansion! 
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Shown below a few of the items Nick Bradley donated.  Included are some books and    

ledgers, odd small items, and many letters of personal family correspondence. 

Clockwise beginning to left, the 1902 University 

of Tennessee Graduation invitation for Frank W. 

Jarnagin, above that are numerous Milton P. 

Jarnagin letters, a box of Dominos & a Chocolate 

Covered Cherry candy box with small figures of 

a bride & groom and other small items.  The 

right, ledger books, pocket ledger books, letter 

addressed to Hetty Shields Jarnagin, a small 

leather cover Diary and Frank Jarnagin’s 1902  

University of Tennessee Yearbook. 



The Glenmore Preservation Society / APTA held its Annual Meeting on Ju-

ly 28, 2018 at 10:00 A.M. with twenty-three members in attendance.  The fol-

lowing Board Members, Board Advisors and Officers were elected to serve in 

their respective roles...……………..Thank You for Serving! 

Individual Office Length of Term Term Expires 

JoAnn Vest President 3-Years July 2021 

Phil Kindred Vice President 3-year July 2021 

Connie Harlan Treasurer 3-Year July 2021 

Jane Chambers Secretary 1-year July 2019 

Rich Harlan Board Member at Large 2-year July 2020 

Mary Helen White Board Member at Large 2-year July 2020 

Lauren Collins Board Member at Large 2-year July 2020 

Kathleen Lockhart Board Member at Large 1-year July 2019 

Ginger Burchett Board Member at Large 1-year July 2019 

Ben Strand Legal Advisor                     
By Appointment                 

as available 
NA 

Bob Jarnagin General Advisor 
By Appointment                 

as available 
NA 
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Old Ladderback Chair Returns to Glenmore 

In mid-November 2018, Nick Bradley returned a chair that was once in daily use at Glenmore Man-
sion during the Milton P. Jarnagin years.  It next was used by the Frank Jarnagin family; then it 
moved to Nashville and found a home with Mary Jarnagin Bradley’s family.  Later it passed to her 
son, Nick Bradley, who kept it at his home in Nashville.  The chair is not especially valuable or beau-
tiful, but it has character and is at least 137 years old.  It is typical of many chairs used throughout 
the Appalachian region in the households of ordinary working class folks as well as wealthy aristo-
crats.  Most chairs were made by local craftsmen rather than factory made. The Jarnagin chair has 
had minor damage, but the rounds are still tight in the posts. 

You have probably seen this chair in the Milton Jarnagin Family Photo that 
hangs in the Grand Hall Entry area, just left of the Hall Tree.  Young Milton Jr. 
is seated in this chair in the photo as seen in this cropped image.  Chairs 
were often painted black or red.  It appears this one was painted black and 
the split oak woven seat left natural. 

At some point, one of the owners stripped the chair of its black paint and re-
turned it to its natural wood tones as seen in this recent photo below. 

This chair is a treasure as it has a connection to the 
Jarnagins of Glenmore and will be displayed as an orig-
inal artifact.  The ladderback also serves as a witness 
to the chair-making craftsmen of eastern Tennessee.  
Men who knew the secret of making a chair that would 
last for many years.  Their secret was to carefully fit 
seasoned hickory rounds into green maple posts.  The 
green wood shrunk over the rounds as it dried, holding 

them tightly in place.  Old wood into new, that was all there was to it. 

Thanks to Nick Bradley for letting this old chair come home again!  


