
 

Upcoming Events 

• February 2020     State APTA Quarterly Board Mtg. 

• March 7, 2020    Garden Market Planning 11:30 am, Lunch Provided 

• March 26, 2020    GPS Board Meeting @ 6:00 PM 

• April 20, 2020      Work Day @ Glenmore (Yard / Flowers / Inside) 

• May 2, 2020         Garden Market 9:00 AM—2:00 PM 

• June 6, 2020        DAR Birthday Luncheon 

• June 20, 2019      Glenmore Booth June Jubilee 

• June 27, 2020    GPS Annual Meeting @ 10:00 am Saturday 

•  
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Glenmore Preservation Society  

The June 2019  Newsletter wish list had eleven items listed.  Below  are 
some of the ones that got attention or now have a plan to get them 
done. 

WISH:  We need a licensed electrician to rewire lighting circuits and install lighting fixtures.  

ACTION:  Some minimal electrical improvements were made for the Children’s Room Project 

WISH:  We need professional painting of all exterior wood surfaces.  This is a critical need 

since many places are now only exposed bare wood.   

ACTION:  THC Restoration Grant was applied for Jan 29, 2020.  Awards will be announced Fall 

2020.  Grant is for carpentry restoration of all upper level wood trim and complete painting of 

exterior.  Total cost is estimated at just under $130,000.  Glenmore will need to raise an addi-

tional $30,000 to meet the matching portion of the grant if it is awarded. 

WISH:  The upstairs bedroom commonly called the “Children’s Room” needs to be completed. 

ACTION:  The Children’s Room was completed in time to open for Christmas Tours.  The com-

mittee is still working to complete the finishing touches for the summer tour season.  

WISH:  The 1867 Steinway Piano in the parlor should be restored to a playable condition.   

ACTION:  Member Volunteers Ben & Dale Stanton have been repairing and replacing the interi-

or action of the piano.  It is well on its way to a final tuning before the summer tour season. 

Glenmore Wish List Update 
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Recent Memorial and Financial Gifts to Glenmore 

Memorial for James McLane for Children’s Room  From, Garth & Lois Symington & Rich & Connie Harlan  
Dr. Rann Vaulx, long-time Glenmore Member from Johnson City area 
Richard and Stephanie Satter, Seasonal Residents from Seattle, Washington 
Brad Jenkins, Local Residents 
The Winston-Salem Foundation, Sandy & Beth Baldwin (Branner Family descendants), North Carolina 
Bob & Susie Jarnagin, Local Residents 
Karrie Foust, Local Resident 

Thanks for helping with Glenmore’s Preservation & Operation 
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Drone view of tower roof before resto-

ration work. 

What is happening with the 

Glenmore Deed? 

As you remember, for the past two 

years the Glenmore Preservation Society Inc. has been working 

to obtain the deed to the Glenmore Mansion property.  This has 

not happened and the deed is still in the name of the A.P.T.A of 

Nashville.  Our legal adviser, Ben Strand has continued to work 

toward securing full ownership for the local Glenmore Preserva-

tion Society, but this has not happened.  The current plan of ac-

tion is to obtain a 99-year lease on the property and thus have 

ownership rights, with the deed still in the name of the A.P.T.A. 

STAY TUNED FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS!  

          Thanks to Ben Strand and  

            Jane Chambers for continuing  

              this paper shuffle project. 

Benefits of Dual Membership 
If you join the Glenmore Preservation Society, you are also joining the Ten-
nessee A.P.T.A.  Your Membership Card provides you FREE ADMISSION to 
any of the A.P.T.A’ s historic house museums throughout Tennessee.  These 
include: 

• Woodruff-Fontaine House, Memphis 

• Belle Meade Plantation,  Nashville 

• Ramsey House, Knoxville 

• Glenmore Mansion, Jefferson City 

• Crockett Tavern Museum, Morristown 

• And (7)seven other historic properties across Tennessee 
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After more than a decade of setting idle and serving as storage space, the second floor 

bedroom known as the Children’s Bedroom is open for tours.  It debuted during the 

2019 Christmas Candlelight Tours this past December. 

Thanks to the early fundraising of Glenmore member, Janet 

McLane, who raised some $2,500 for the project, the Children’s 

Room Committee had sufficient  funds to cover the primary cost of 

renovation.   

Despite available funds, not much happened with restoration until 

the summer of 2018, when Glenmore volunteer Rich Harlan began 

the laborious process of setting up scaffolding and removing the 

modern era wallpaper from the Children’s Room walls.  

In June 2019 the Glenmore Board of Directors authorized a committee of three persons 
(Bridget Call, Luke Kindred, and Ben Stanton) to formulate a plan for restoration.  The 
committee inventoried available furnishings, selected the color palette, window treat-
ments, and decorative elements to be used to give a late Victorian look to the room.    

Another volunteer, Rob Beuch, spent hours on scaffolding to reach the 15’ ceiling and 
remove the old paper border, patch cracks in the plaster, and paint the ceiling and 
walls.  The Committee next had two electrical outlets installed since the second floor 
has never had electrical outlet access in any of the rooms.  Final coats of wall and 
woodwork paint were applied by Phil & Becky Kindred in early November.  Committee 
member, Bridget Call and her son Heath, took the lead in the final decorative elements 
and by the end of November had decorated the room for the Christmas Season. 

Each committee member donated significant antique elements to compliment the Victo-

rian motif. Items such as floor lamps, oil lamps, and an 1890 china doll were added to 

stage the room in a late Victorian style.  Other members also covered cost of paint, as 

well as  gifting antique 

decorative furnishings.   

“The stockings 

were hung by 

the chimney 

with care in 

hope that St. 

Nick would soon 

be there.” 

Janet McLane 
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Visitors to Glenmore will surely appreciate the late Victorian décor in the Children’s 
Room.  Features include a large 11’ x  17’ 
hand-woven oriental rug, lace curtains, 
feather ticks on an 1860’s bed frame with 
a carved leaf and fruit motif.  Other deco-
rative elements include an 1890 4-poster 
doll bed with 1890 china doll, a children’s 
tea table and period oil lamps on the man-
tle.   One of the oldest artifacts displayed 
in Glenmore is on the children’s bed, a 
hand-woven coverlet Circa 1815.  Oral tra-
dition says the coverlet was made for 
Deborah Massengill, the  mother of Debo-
rah Massengill Branner.  It is believed to 
have been woven by two skilled crafts-
women in Grainger County.   

The 1863 print of “Washington’s First Interview with 

his Wife” shown below is worthy of mention.  

This print was returned to Glenmore by Sandy 
Baldwin, having passed down through Branner 
family descendants.  We are not sure of the age 
of this print, but it has an original link to the 
Branner family.  It was first printed in 1863 and 
the print is ink on paper from a stippled engrav-
ing.  The 28”x27” historical scene shows young 
George Washington, Martha Custis, meeting 
with her children playing on the floor in front of 
her. The scene is set indoors in a well appoint-
ed room with Martha sitting near a leaded win-
dow. Washington stands, in military uniform, 

on the right side of the image with his hat in his hand. In the background can be seen a 
man riding a horse, with a white, rider less horse next to him.   

This treasured print was 
stored for many years in the 
old Branner blanket chest on 
the second floor Grand Hall.  
Few people knew of its exist-
ence since it had not been 
added to the house inventory 
when it was given to 
Glenmore.  Committee mem-
ber Luke Kindred had discov-
ered the print when doing an 
inventory of the house several 
years ago, but there was no 
appropriate place for display 
until the Children’s Room was 
reopened. 

Noteworthy artifacts in the Children’s Bed Room 

https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/collections-holdings/browse-the-museum-collections/material/1/?material=%22Ink+on+paper%22
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/collections-holdings/browse-the-museum-collections/material/1/?material=%22Ink+on+paper%22
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/collections-holdings/browse-the-museum-collections/material/1/?material=%22Ink+on+paper%22
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/collections-holdings/browse-the-museum-collections/material/1/?material=%22Ink+on+paper%22
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/collections-holdings/browse-the-museum-collections/material/1/?material=%22Ink+on+paper%22
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/collections-holdings/browse-the-museum-collections/material/1/?material=%22Ink+on+paper%22
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/collections-holdings/browse-the-museum-collections/material/1/?material=%22Ink+on+paper%22
https://www.mountvernon.org/preservation/collections-holdings/browse-the-museum-collections/material/1/?material=%22Ink+on+paper%22
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Children’s Bedroom was well received during  

2019 Christmas Tours 

See below how the “Children’s Room” looks today 
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What’s next for Glenmore in 2020? 

Glenmore desperately needs exterior paint on all woodwork and skilled carpentry work to restore some of 
the rotted facia and  remaining dormers beginning to decay.  It has been 20 years since the upper levels of 
facia and trim have been painted.  The 3rd, 4th and 5th tower levels also need repairs and paint.  The upper 
windows need glazing and the shutters need paint as well.  Estimates for this work to be done profession-
ally is in the range of $130,000.  Specialized 60’ and 80’ hydraulic lift platforms must be rented to access 
the upper levels.   The Board has applied for a 40% / 60% Tennessee Historical Restoration Grant to help 
meet this expense.  The THC Grant will provide 60% ($77,400);  Glenmore must raise the 40% ($51,600) 
matching portion.  If the grant is awarded, the actual work would not begin until winter or spring of 2021.   

Glenmore’s 65 year old Boxwood shrubs in front yard will receive another annual pruning Spring 2020 to 
cutback their size by 6” - 8”.  This has been an on-going project for several years to restore the long ne-
glected shrubs  to a height of around 5 feet, a size that would compliment the house, and not screen it 
from view. 

Watch for news of our fundraising efforts to restore and paint Glenmore’s upper levels! 

Glenmore Tour & Visitor Update ~ 2019 

Year Weekend Tours Christmas Tours 
Special Events    &     

Private Tour Groups 
Totals 

2018  291 264 ***944 1,499 

2019 324 534 584 1,442 

For the 10 year period 2005 to 2014, Glenmore averaged having 635 visitors each year. 

For the 5 year period 2015 to 2019, Glenmore averaged having 1,370 visitors each year. 

WE MUST BE DOING SOMETHING RIGHT! 

Glenmore is operated and maintained by a 100%         

volunteer  crew of docents, committee members, board 

members, general members, high school and college 

students as well friends of Glenmore.  For 50 years the 

mansion has been lovingly restored and maintained by 

hundreds of local volunteers. 

*** The 2018 total number of Glenmore visitors was inflated by the excellent 300+ attend-

ance at the 150th Glenmore Birthday Celebration in June 2018.  For 2019, Weekend 

Tours and the Christmas Tour numbers were much improved over 2018 numbers.  


