
 

Upcoming Events 

• April 3 ~ Park Day, Contact Susie Jarnagin for details 
•         tennsusie@gmail.com  
• April 11 ~ Docent Glenmore Refresher ~ Part I  (2-4 PM) 
•  
• April 13 ~ Docent Glenmore Refresher ~ Part II (6-8 PM) 
•  
• May  1 ~ Glenmore Garden Market RESUMES FOR 2021 
•  
• May 8 ~ Outdoor Art Class with Karen Bible, Pre-register  
• with:  kwbible@gmail.com   Theme:  Springtime at Glenmore 
• Cost is $45, all materials furnished. 
•  
• June 19 ~ Glenmore Membership ANNUAL MEETING 
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Glenmore Preservation Society  

On June 3, 2020, Susie Jarnagin, Glenmore member, and member of the Martha Dandridge 
Washington Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, planted a 
White Dogwood Tree on the front lawn of Glenmore.  The tree is both a Conservation and 
Commemorative Events Project as defined by DAR. 

The year 2020 marked the 100th An-
niversary of the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment which gave women the 
right to vote and the tree will stand as 
a reminder that Tennessee was instru-
mental in the passage of the amend-
ment.  A bronze marker will be placed 
as illustrated above and a dedication 
ceremony will be held later this year.     

Tennessee Society Daughters of the American Revolution State Regent Cecile Wimberley challenged 
all chapters in Tennessee to plant a tree for each year of her three year administration.  In 2019, the 
an Alvin C. York Heritage Dogwood Tree was planted at the Revolutionary War Cemetery in Dan-
dridge as a Conservation and Historic Preservation Project by the Martha Dandridge Washington 
Chapter.  This year, a White Dogwood will be planted at the Veteran's Plaza in White Pine as a Con-
servation and National Defense Project to honor the 100th Anniversary of the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier.  

DAR members make up nearly 15% of the total membership of Glenmore.  Both the Martha Dan-
dridge Washington and William Cocke Chapters have members that actively serve Glenmore in vari-
ous capacities such as maintaining the herb and flower beds, cleaning assigned rooms, assisting with 
decorating for Christmas, serving as docents, and also on the board of directors. 
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Sprucing Up Glenmore During Pandemic Quarantine 

About the time COVID was picking up speed, a group of eight (8) Glenmore Docents met to talk about 

projects they’d like to accomplish in 2020 to “spruce up” the Mansion.  The list was a collaborative effort 

and folks volunteered to tackle certain parts of the Phase I project list.  Some were small, while others 

were sizeable and involved some heavy lifting and many hours of time investment.  By October 2020 

some thirteen (13) projects had been completed and a Phase II Project carried forward seven (7) projects 

with an additional eleven (11) new projects added to the list.  Page 2 is a collage of photos of some of the 

efforts. 
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1900  Tonk Piano 

Stool  recovered by 

Bridgett Call and add-

ed to Ballroom Piano 

Rob & Rich in Blue Bedroom Project, stripped all 

paper, cleaned walls and painted walls, ceiling & 

trim. 

Finished Project and Re-staged 

Pantry restaged above after paper stripped to reveal black  

mold. Cleaned and sanitized, painted and restaged. 

 

Before & After photos of Library Secretary.       A journey of discovery for Rob 

Beuch who disassembled, stripped old paint   and refinished this early 1800’s oak 

piece of furniture.  Hidden notes inside confirmed it was built for Mossy Grist Mill. 

Examples of some artifacts 

found inside the Secretary. 
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Drone view of tower roof before resto-

ration work. 

Less than a quarter mile 

from the front steps of 

Glenmore Mansion is a bur-

ying ground known as the 

Branner Cemetery.  The 

local APTA Glenmore 

Chapter has held deed  to 

this property since 2000.  

The land was acquired in 

1844 when George Branner 

traded some other Branner 

land with the Mossy Creek 

Baptist trustees and se-

cured this 1.7 acre plot for a 

family cemetery.  The site 

had been used as a burying 

place since 1822. As time 

passed, various Branner 

family members, community friends and Mossy Creek’s prominent citizens were buried in this location.   As Bran-

ner descendants died and others moved away, nature began to reclaim the land.  From the 1997 B/W Google 

Image above one can see the cemetery appears as a woodlot, largely invisible for decades as folks drove by on 

Old Hwy 11-E, never realizing the cemetery existed only 300 feet of the road. 

The Branner Cemetery   

A Story of Lost and Found 

In 1999, Terry M. Goodspeed wrote a letter to the editor  of the Standard Banner describing how he had “spotted some monu-

ments In a woods” while on a walk.  By 2000, motivated by this story, and a love of history, Neil Manley, Ernie Hedges, Dr. Jane 

Smith and other local citizens began reclaiming the cemetery.  By 2004 some 20 local citizens had reclaimed and restored the 

cemetery, cutting trees, re-setting markers and monuments and probing the earth to locate unmarked graves.  It is believed 

some 315 burial sites are located in the Branner Cemetery, including numerous unmarked graves, no doubt some belonging of 

slaves. 

Since 2004, the Cemetery has re-

mained clean and attractive through 

the efforts of many volunteers, spear-

headed since 2004 by Mary Gombert, 

assisted the last six years by Sheila 

Evans. The assistance of the Jeffer-

son County Sheriff’s Department has 

been of great assistance,  beginning 

with Sheriff McCoig in 2014 and con-

tinuing with Sheriff Coffey’s admin-

istration.  Deputy  Rodney Stinson 

has supervised the mowing and weed 

eating of the 1.7 acre cemetery. The 

Sheriff’s Department work release 

program has been critical to the 

maintenance of the Branner Ceme-

tery.  

Google Map Image — June 2019 
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Branner Cemetery Lost & Found Continues  

The Branner Cemetery Property was not a part of the APTA property when Glenmore Mansion was 

opened as a house museum in 1972.  Apparently there was enough to do to restore the mansion that the 

cemetery was simply ignored.  However, in 2000 the Cemetery Property deed was transferred to the local 

APTA Glenmore Chapter.  At that time, there were different points of view on how the old cemetery 

should be reclaimed, but Neil Manley and a group of volunteers proceeded with the project on their own 

and after four years of work brought a new look to the former woodlot.  If you want to read the full story, 

a detailed history of that four-year saga was compiled by Ernie Hedges and is now stored in the County 

Archives. 

The Glenmore Preservation Society Board Members recently reviewed the Branner Cemetery situation 

and voted to consider the burying ground as an active part of Glenmore Historic Property and be respon-

sible for working with Shelia Evans, Mary Gombert, and others to see that the Branner Cemetery contin-

ues to be available to the public as a place to honor local history. 

Thanks to the Jeffer-

son County  Sher-

iff’s Department for 

their  prisoner work 

program that has 

helped maintained the 

Cemetery. 

Special thanks to 

Sheriff Jeff Coffey 

and Deputy Rodney 

Stinson for their sup-

port in taking care of 

this historic site. 

“WHEN WE LOSE A 

PIECE OF HISTORY, 

WE LOSE A PART OF 

OURSELVELVES.” 

 Quote ~ Cleve Smith 

Help keep the Branner Cemetery    

accessible and attractive for visi-

tors, genealogical research, and to 

honor our ancestors.    A glimpse 

into our past often sheds light on 

the future. 
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See below how the “Children’s Room” looks today 

This has been a difficult year for us in many ways; Glenmore included.  With no income from tours and 

events, there have been times I thought we would need to access the Restoration Account in order to 

cover regular operating expenses for the upcoming month. So far that has not been necessary, thanks 

to the continuing generosity of members and friends. I want to thank everyone for your support. Your 

prompt payment of dues put us on a better footing last summer. We had an increase in membership of 

30 or so people, largely due to recruitment from the Martha Dandridge Washington Chapter of the DAR. 

Every donation and every level of membership is important!  

We received COVID Relief from 2 sources. Based on membership, $772 was provided by APTA Nashville, 
and we applied, thanks to Phil Kindred, and received $5000 from Humanities Tennessee, based on operating expense fig-
ures we provided.  Current  Funds:   Operating -  $3,857.92     Restoration—$43,152.82 
 

In addition to the donations listed below GPS received a $1000 Educational Grant from the Klein Family Foun-

dation/ friends of Rob and Barbara Beuch who visited Glenmore last summer from California.   

For fiscal year 2020, donations totaling $3010.00 have been received from the following:   

    Baldwin Family, Branner descendants           Gail and Ken Avent 
    Dale Stanton Family                    Kevin and Amy Denning 
    Garth and Lois Symington                 Sarah Hart 
    Martha Dandridge Washington Chapter DAR        Bob and Susie Jarnagin 
    Karen Brophy                       Bradley Jenkins 
    Jim and Karen Everett                   Dr. Rann Vaulx 
    Carrie Foust                        Tom & Janet McLane 
    Rich and Stephanie Satter                           

A Word from the Treasurer   

Connie Harlan 

Special  “THANK YOU” to  

A & B Termite & Pest Control 

 New Market, TN 

Owners Joyce Williams,  Bryan Williams and their crew at A&B have been providing 
“complimentary” pest control  to  Glenmore Mansion for many, many years.           

Glenmore is Re-Opening for the 2021 Season 

 Saturday  May 1st Glenmore will host  its GARDEN MARKET event,  from 9:00 AM 

until 2:00 PM. House tours, children’s activity area, plant & craft vendors, food 

available, live music and more. 

 Regular Saturday & Sunday afternoon tours will resume May 1 & 2 thru October.  

Each Saturday and Sunday afternoon, 1:00 Pm til 4:00 PM.  Adults $10, School age 

$5 Tours will be given at 1 PM, 2PM, 3PM and final tour begins at 4PM. 

 COVID guidelines will be followed; tour groups limited to 10 persons, includes 

tour docent & visitors.  Mask required inside the house 
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Sprucing Up the Website & Facebook Page 

Lauren Collins, Board Member and professional videographer has “cleaned up” and add-
ed to the Glenmore Mansion website and greatly enhanced our Facebook presence.   

Specifically, Lauren has accomplished the following updates…….. 

• Created  a Christmas virtual tour video that was posted on Facebook and the website in place of our 
normal Christmas Candlelight Tours. The public was able to see a small glimpse of Glenmore even 
though we were closed. 

• Captured some dramatic “drone photography” and “drone videography” of the mansion exterior, post-
ing  videos and pictures on Facebook and Glenmore Mansion website. 

• Re-designed Glenmore Mansion website to include more pictures and videos. Added sections to in-
clude information about annual events, venue rental, and an easy donation & membership link.  

• Added a Glenmore PayPal account to accept donations and membership fees through the website with 
a few clicks of your mouse.  Still experiencing a few glitches with donating by credit and debit card, but 
are working with PayPal to resolve this issue. 

Glenmore Tour & Visitor Update ~ 2018 –2020 

Year Weekend Tours Christmas Tours 
Special Events    &     

Private Tour Groups 
Totals 

2018  291 264 ***944 1,499 

2019 324 534 584 1,442 

2020 0 0 0 0 

For the 10 year period 2005 to 2014, Glenmore averaged having 635 visitors each year. 

For the 5 year period 2015 to 2019, Glenmore averaged having 1,370 visitors each year. 

WE WERE DOING SOMETHING RIGHT! 

Glenmore is operated and maintained by a 100%  volunteer  crew 

of docents, committee members, board members, general mem-

bers, high school and college students as well friends of 

Glenmore.  For 50 years the mansion has been lovingly restored 

and maintained by hundreds of local volunteers.   

The 2020 COVID pandemic has had a serious financial impact on 

Glenmore’s operational budget and denied many visitors a 

glimpse into local history.  Please visit the Glenmore Mansion Website and become a 

Glenmore Preservation Society   member and make your donation to keep Glenmore a continu-

ing piece of local history. 

*** The 2018 total number of Glenmore visitors count was inflated by the excellent 300+ attendance at the                         

150th Glenmore     Birthday Celebration in June 2018.  


