
GLENMORE MANSION UPDATE 

 

Docent Training:  If you have been a docent / tour guide in past years or wish to become a docent for 
the Summer 2017 Tour Season please attend the two training sessions scheduled for April 11th & 
18th.  Phil Kindred has been working to provide materials and tips to help each docent deliver a 
consistent “Story of Glenmore Mansion” to our visitors.  A house cannot talk; the docent becomes the 
“voice” for Glenmore.  Docents are the human manifestation of the museum’s interpretation to others.   

Contact Phil by April 9th so sufficient materials will be available for each docent.   

Home phone:  865-475-3270 or E-mail:  knewmarket@charter.net.  
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Remember: Renew Your Membership Dues by June 30th 

Upcoming Events 

April 8th, 9:00 a.m. til  2:00 p.m. Jefferson 
County Volunteer Summit @ JC Library 

April 11th & 18th, Docent Training, FBC Jeff City 
@ 7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m. 

April 20th 6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. Glenmore Open 

House for area Business Leaders 

April 27th, 6:00 p.m. Glenmore Quarterly Board 

Meeting 

April 30th, Wedding Shower @ Glenmore 

May 6th, 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. Glenmore Garden 

Market 

May 6th—Oct 29th— Glenmore Summer 

Weekend Tour Season, Saturday & Sunday,  

1:00 p.m.—5 p.m. each day. 

Vol I, March 2017 

Business Leader Open House at 

Glenmore Mansion 

April 20th 6:00 p.m. til 8:00 p.m.   

This is an open house invitation to local and area business leaders 

and business owners hosted by the Glenmore Board.  It will be an 

opportunity to share the story of Glenmore Mansion;  letting these 

business leaders see and hear first-hand about the preservation 

and maintenance needs facing Glenmore in 2017. Light refresh-

ments will be served.   
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Exhibit Room Update   Plans are beginning to take shape to convert the long-time “Gift 

Shop Room” of Doll Town into an exhibit room.  There are many Glenmore artifacts that have 

been found over the years that would lend themselves to an exhibit room.  Pictures and story 

boards about the Branner and Jarnagin families would be featured items.  In addition, the John 

Roper Branner connection to the East Tennessee & Virginia Railroad has not been told in any 

local museum.  Also, the fact that the Battle of Mossy Creek took place on much of the Branner 

homestead lands can also make a nice historical display.  Second owner, Milton Jarnagin also 

served as a Confederate Judge throughout the Civil War. There are many aspects of Glenmore’s 

history that could become part of a permanent display or be part of rotating artifact exhibits.   

NEW GUIDE BOOK FOR GLENMORE 

After two years of research, Phil & Luke Kindred 

published The Story of Glenmore Mansion.  It is 

a “guide book” that covers in much detail the 

lives of the Branner and Jarnagin families, the 

Branner-Jarnagin Grist Mill, Mossy Creek, the 

Branner Cemetery and other aspects of Glenmore.  

The book is available for purchase at Glenmore 

Mansion or by contacting Phil Kindred @ (865) 

475-3270.  The book sells for $20 and all profits go 

to the Glenmore Mansion Restoration Fund.   

Cleaning Days  If you have a room that you’ve 

been cleaning, be sure to come and clean it before 

activities begin and visitors arrive.  Deadline for 

cleaning is Good Friday, April 14, 2017. 

Did You Know…….that the Jarnagin 

family had an elevated water tower on the 

hill west of the house?  It was built by the 

Jarnagins to provide a “pressure head” for 

the water piped into the house for bathing 

and kitchen use.  Although Jefferson City 

had public water by the early 1900’s, the 

water tower was not removed until the late 

1960’s or early 70’s.  According to grand-

son, Clay Bradley, it was not until1963 

that Frank Jarnagin installed a flush toilet 

in the house. You can still see the four 

concrete pads that were the base for the 

four large legs that held up the water tank.  

Photo to the right shows one of the re-

maining pads. 
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Tennessee Historical Commission Preservation Grant Update 

Restoration architect Dan Brewer of Knoxville and Lindsay Crockett a Grant Specialist 
with the East Tennessee Development District, recently assisted the Glenmore Board in 
submitting a preservation grant on January 31, 2017.  The grant application specifically 
targets four projects:  1)  Porch decking replacement, 2)  West side window dormer re-
pairs, 3) Tower roof replacement with tower facia repairs, and 4)  ADA Accessibility to 
first floor.  The grant is a 40% local with a 60% match from grant funds totaling 
$60,000.  The 2017 notifications of awards will not occur until late September or October, 
thus no work will be done on any of these projects until after the awards are announced. 

Restoration  

Update!                 
Rich Harlan 

 The front façade of Glenmore needs lots of painting to give it a fresh look.  

Cleaning, scraping, priming and painting.  Paint is on hand at Glenmore. If 

you’ve got time, give Rich a call come and let him tell you what to do.   

 The front porch decking will again be patched until the “Restoration Grant” is 

secured.  At that time, it will be re-decked with new materials. 

 Over the past months Rich has removed all wallpaper in the “Children’s 

Room” and the walls primed with “KILTZ.”  The ceiling still needs sheetrock 

attached to secure the original plaster ceiling to the lathing and timbers. 

 The “Restoration Grant” funds will be directed to the 1)  Front Porch re-

decking, 2) the roof and facia of the tower, and 3) the third floor dormer res-

toration on the west and east sides of the house. 

 Anyone know an electrician who would like to help with some re-wiring pro-

jects throughout the house.  Is so, call Rich and let him know. 

 One room in the attic has been cleared and lighted to display some of the 

interesting Glenmore artifacts.  Old folding beds, pant leg stretchers, wood-

en gutter section, “Widow’s Walk” bannister and balusters to name a few. 

 The large Oak tree that was blown down last summer was recently cleared 

by Kenneth Matthews Tree Service.  Kenneth donated some of his time and 

equipment and removed the tree, ground the stump, and removed another 

snag for $1,000.  Our first estimate was for $4,000.  It was a “BIG TREE.” 

 

Two of Kindred’s grandkids climbing on 
the big oak tree back in December 2016 

Page 3 



Lauren Collins 

Lauren is a Jefferson County native, attending White Pine School and JCHS before entering CNU in the 

Fall of 2015.  She is currently studying history and communications at Carson Newman.  Lauren has al-

ready had much experience in media and video production from her participation in her home church’s 

media ministry.  Lauren has even captured a First Place National Award for her documentary efforts in 

the National History Day competition.  Lauren’s parents, Jackie and Mardena Collins have no doubt had 

an influence on her love of history and technology.  Her father, Jackie, is a middle school history teacher 

and her mother, Mardena, is a computer programmer.  Lauren will be focusing her talents on the 

Glenmore Board toward media and public relations.  Welcome aboard Lauren!  

Jane Chambers 

Jane is also a Jefferson County native, married to Mark, living in Dandridge.  Mark and Jane own Thom-

as Heating and Cooling, Inc. in Jefferson City.  Jane’s varied educational and work experience includes 

an Associates Degree in Criminal Sceince and Business Administration as well as service in the armed 

forces, serving in Operation Desert Storm with the 101st Airborn, later the Tennessee Army National 

Guard and Army Reserves.  Genealogy and local history are two of Jane’s personal passions.  She is an 

active member of First Families of Tennessee, Civil War Families of Tennessee, the Martha Dandridge 

Washington Chapter and the D.A.R.  She has been a member and volunteer of Glenmore A.P.T.A Chap-

ter since 2012; spearheading the project for the re-carpeting of Glenmore’s Grand Staircase.  Jane envi-

sioned the project, raised funds, and the carpet was installed by January 2017.  Jane is obviously a fo-

cused and task oriented individual and we are happy to have her as a member of the board.             

Welcome Aboard Jane! 
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