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Vol I, September 2017

GLENMORE MANSION UPDATE
Upcoming Events
•

October 6 - Docents from Westwood House

•

October 19, 20 - Christmas Yard Sale

•

October 26 - Glenmore Board Meeting @ 6 PM

•

October 28,29 Last Tour Dates of Summer Season

•

November 4 - CNU “Operation In as Much” will

•

December 1 - Christmas Open House for

Museum of Knoxville will tour Glenmore Mansion

work at Glenmore, APTA volunteers needed from
9:30—12:30 to help direct CNU volunteers.

Members and Volunteers. WATCH YOUR MAIL FOR
MORE INFO.

Summer 2017 ~ Garden Phlox at Glenmore

•

December 2, 3 - 1st Weekend Christmas Tours

•

December 9,10 - 2nd Weekend Christmas Tours

Glenmore Receives THC Grant
On September 1, 2017 Glenmore received notification from E. Patrick McIntyre, Jr. that the Tennessee
Historical Commission has awarded a restoration grant in the amount of $36,000. This grant is a 60%
Federal to 40% Local matching grant. Thus a total of $60,000 will be expended for restoration projects
at Glenmore Mansion. All preliminary contract signing with the THC should be completed by the end of
December and projects can begin in January.
Glenmore Restoration Chairperson, Rich Harlan, list these as top priority projects.
•

Replacement of the front and side porch decking and associated trim and railing that needs repairs.

•

Replacement of the Tower’s original metal roofing and facia trim (as needed).

•

Repairs and painting to 3rd floor exterior dormers on the west and east sides of the mansion.

Know what you’re looking
at in the photo to the left?
This is a close-up of the mortise
& tenon with peg joinery (green
arrow) that holds the framework
of Glenmore together. Easily
seen in the attic, but hidden behind the plaster walls elsewhere
in the house. See the small circle at the tip of the yellow arrow.
That is a cut-off peg that locks
the large post & beam together.
1868 construction used no nails,
screws or bolts in the frame of
Glenmore.
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Exhibit Room Update

The application for a Professional Services Partnership with the MTSU Center for

Historical Preservation was submitted on June 1, 2017. On July 10th a group of CHP staffers visited with Mossy Creek Foundation and Glenmore Board Members. They toured the Historic Mossy Creek District as well as a visit to Glenmore Mansion. As
of July 24th our application was “put on hold” and we are still waiting for a final decision. The MTSU CHP staff was not inclined
to offer us a “Professional Partnership” at that time, nor was the Mossy Creek Foundation’s Walking Trail project accepted for a
“Partnership” status.
Now that the Tennessee Historical Commission Grant has announced Glenmore as a grant recipient, it may influence the
MTSU Center for Historic Preservation to reconsider our application; but for now we have no further word from the CHP.
Watch for more news on this effort to help us share history with Glenmore’s visitors.

LOOKING AT THE NUMBERS
Did you ever wonder how many people visit Glenmore each year? In the June 2017 Newsletter
we gave you a look at the past 12 years. Below are last year’s numbers and 2017 as of this date.
If September & October do well, 2017 will set a new high.
Year

May—Oct
Tour Season
Total Visitors

December
Christmas
Tours

Special Events
and Tours Group

Totals

2016

455

326

540

1,321

2017

393 thru Aug

TBD

108 thru Aug

TBD

Massengill - Henson 100th Family Reunion
Sunday, September 10, 2017
Descendants of the Massengill & Henson families selected Glenmore Mansion as the site for their
2017 reunion. The Massengill-Henson clans have been holding reunions for a hundred years and
some 100+ descendants gathered at Glenmore for lunch and an afternoon of visiting, games and
tours of Glenmore Mansion. The Massengill connection to Glenmore is through Deborah Massengill
Branner, wife of John Roper Branner, builder of Glenmore Mansion. The Henson’s have a tie to
Glenmore through Frank Jarnagin, Jr. who married Ruby Faye Rogers. Milton P. Jarnagin bought the
mansion from Deborah Branner in 1882 and the Jarnagins lived at Glenmore for some 83 years.

Some of the Massengill & Henson
family groups gathered in front of
Glenmore for pictures before lunch.

Descendants brought many pot-luck dishes to
be shared with all the families. The elegant dining room provided a bountiful table serving all
100+ guest with food-a-plenty.
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JCHS Leadership Class Members help
with 2017 Garden Market
Despite a cool rainy start to the May Garden Market, the
market proved to be a good day for Glenmore. These
Leadership Students were a big help with setting up for
the market displays, parking cars, and taking down and
packing away tables, chairs and tents.
Glenmore is grateful for our “JCHS connection” with
Leadership and Service Learning classes.

Restoration



The front façade of Glenmore needs lots of painting to give it a
fresh look. Cleaning, scraping, priming and painting is needed
on 1st and 2nd floor levels. Paint is on hand at Glenmore. If
you’ve got time, give Rich a call for more details.



We still need some electrical circuits installed and others modified.



Hopefully the THC Grant contract will be finalized by the end of
2017 and grant projects will take a priority for 2018.



Thanks to Charlie & Diane Wise for reworking the dining room
screen door and painting the door frame.



Glenmore’s portion of the THC Grant is a $24,000 match. If
you’d like to make a donation to the “Restoration Fund” to
help with this match it will be much appreciated.

Update!
Rich Harlan

SAVE THE DATE
December 1, 2017
Christmas Open House
Members & Volunteers
“Sneak Peek Preview”

On May 12th some 25 students in the 2017 JCHS Leadership Class toured Glenmore Mansion. Docents, Phil &
Becky Kindred said, “It is always a pleasure to tour Glenmore with the leadership students each year. They give us
hope for the future.” Brandy Arnold has been the teacher-facilitator for the high school leadership program since
its inception. We thank Brandy for including Glenmore on their itinerary each year.
Thanks Youth Leadership!
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Summer Visit Gives Insight into Glenmore’s Branner History
Phil, Becky & Luke Kindred made a trip to Illinois and Michigan this summer and visited with John Herndon, pictured in
photo to the right as he and Phil discuss the Branner Family
Tree. Mr. Herndon’s wife was Elizabeth Ann Burnett, a greatgreat granddaughter of John & Deborah Branner. Ann had
accumulated many paintings, photographs and letters from
her Branner ancestors. Ann and John Herndon have lived in
Wheaton, Illinois for some 50 years where John worked with
Chicago based Bell Laboratory. After Ann’s death in 2011,
John continues to live in their same house and at age 87 is
active in his church, plays golf two days each week and is the
“keeper” of many Branner family artifacts. Two original Branner oil portraits, painted by Samuel Shaver in 1860 (Deborah Branner and oldest son, George Arthur Branner)
proudly hang in the living room. A scrapbook maintained by Lady Kate Branner Burnett is also a treasure
trove of old letters, notes written by Lady Kate, and newspaper clippings. Of particular interest were letters written by John Roper Branner to his grandfather, John Roper of Dandridge. A “pocket ledger” carried by John Roper from 1808—1820 was also of interest. It was carried by Roper during his service in
the War of 1812. Phil’s initial contact with John Herndon was through a Ancestry.com message board.
After two years of e-mail communication, Mr. Herndon extended an invitation to his family to spend a
night on their northern trip and visit in his home. He was a gracious host, sharing bits of Branner history
that will ultimately give us a better understanding of Glenmore Mansion’s original owners.

Thanks John Herndon!

Glenmore Annual Christmas Tours


Saturday, December 2, 2017



Sunday,



Saturday, December 9, 2017



Sunday, December 10, 2017

Each Day’s

December 3, 2017

Schedule:

Daytime Tours Begin at 1:00 pm with final tour at 5:00 pm
Candlelight Tours Begin at 7:00 pm with final tour at 8:30 pm
Refreshments for every visitor include Glenmore’s special Wassail recipe and home-baked
Christmas pastries served at the end of each tour.
Admission is still $5.00 / Adults & $2.00 for Under age 12

